house and ultimately, the Magistrate acquitted all of them and
finds that false allegations have been made against Seethapathi
and his children. While acquitting the accused, can the Magistrate
award any compensation for false accusation?

* Under Section 250, Cr.P.C., if the Magistrate while acquitting
the accused was of the opinion that there was no reasonable
ground for making the accusation against the accused, the
Magistrate may issue a notice to the complainant calling upon
him to show cause why he should not be directed to pay
compensation to such accused and after considering the
representation made by the complainant in response to the
show cause notice, if he is satisfied that there was no reasonable
ground for making the accusation, he may direct the
complainant to pay compensation to such amount not
exceeding the amount of fine he is empowered to impose in
default to undergo simple imprisonment for a period not
exceeding thirty days.

53. Mangamina, a maid servant working in the house of
Ratanlal, committed theft of a gold ring. Ratanlal suspected the
maid servant and gave a complaint to the police. The police after
investigation filed a charge sheet under Section 379, I.P.C.
However, as there was no sufficient evidence against the accused-
maid servant, she was acquitted of the charge under Section 379,
I.P.C. Immediately after the acquittal of the case against the
accused, the stolen ring was discovered in the house of the
neighbour of Ratanlal and when enquired, the inmates of the
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